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NOTES AND QUERIES. 

The Erie Triangle and Northwestern Pennsylvania Land 
Titles.?The writer of the following letter was a distinguished member 
of the Philadelphia bar, who was admitted to practice 28th September, 
1791, and died 8th July, 1856, aged eighty-seven years. 

Philad& March 15th 1810. 
Sir. 

I now proceed to throw together certain facts and observations relative 
to the long depending western controversy to elucidate its true character 
and with the earnest wish that a result may follow honorable to the 

Legislature &nd just to all parties concerned. 
I shall begin with an historical narrative in the order of events and 

conclude with such observations as strike me as important on the subject. 
Charles Thompson while Secretary of Congress at New York first sug 

gested to the Pennsylvania Representation in Congress, the importance 
of purchasing from the United States the Triangular Wall on Lake 
Erie?not for the value of the ground, for the State had already enough, 
but for the purpose of obtaining a port upon the lake the only safe one 
on the side of the United States which if Pennsylvania did not obtain her 

Eival New York would undoubtedly get. This information I had from 
Mr. Thompson himself with whom I am well acquainted. 

The Idea was adopted and purchase made I think as early as 1786 at 
75 cents per acre payable in Cash or United States Certificates then at 

2/6 on the pound. Penna. at this time held large quantities of these Cer 
tificates obtained through the Land-Office in payment of Lands. Pay 

ment was not made until I think in 1792 after certificates were funded 
and at par she therefore paid at the full value. The minutes for those 

years will furnish full evidence of the above as they are stated by the 

Comptroller General in his annual statements and published at the end 
of the book. 

Until 1792, no part of Pennsylvania N & W of the Ohio & Alleghany 
and west of the Connewango Creek had been offered for sale. The oper 
ations of the Land office had been confined to the Country East of this. 
The whole of the West remained a Wilderness?and ungranted except 
the special appropriations for Depreciation and Donation Lands. 

At the Commencement of 1792 the whole Western Frontier from Pitts 

burg to the New York Line were in the utmost consternation?Harmer's 

army was defeated in August 1790?St Clair's army was cut to pieces in 
Nov. 1791?The Inhabitants west of Pittsburg collected in that Town 
for safety, and guards were regularly mounted. Negotiations were car 

ried on by the Western Indians with the Six Nations (who Inhabited 
New York from Erie eastward and along the Pennsylvania line,) to join 
them which was much apprehended?Conclusive evidence of the above 

facts are contained in President Washington's speech and communica 

tions to Congress for 1790. 91. 92. 93. 94. published in the Journals, and 
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Governor Mifflins communications to the State for the same period also 

published in the State Journals and the public laws then passed for the 
Defense of the Western frontiers. To relieve you in the search I beg 
leave to refer you to 12 Jour1 of Congress p. 85. 116 to shew that an In 
dian war existed from 1783 until Waynes Treaty?13 vol. 72. Jour1 
Senate U. S. 25 Oct 1791. p. 6. p. 15. Presidents speech 8 Jany 1792. 10 

Jany answer of Senate?Laws U. S. 1 vol p 189 declaration of Congress 
of existing war?2 vol Laws U. S. Mar 1792 Act to raise Troops?8 Dec 
1790 p 6 Presidents speech?3 Dec 1793 p. 12 ditto?19 Nov 1794 p. 33 

Ditto on same subject see Journals Senate Penna vol 1 p. 7 29. 37.47.54? 
2d vol p. 288, 294, 264, 265f Laws of Penn 3 vol p. 19,177, 464, 483, 757. 

Pennsylvania being thus situated fell on the expedient of forming a 

dense settlement of hardy adventurers beyond the Alleghany to keep the 
Indians from the interior inhabitants?and of raising money?The Act 
3 Ap. 1792 passed?which reduced the price of the remaining lands east 
of the Alleghany to encourage purchasers?and the condition of settle 

ment was attached only to the lands west. As the Country was a Wil 
derness its Settlement was best promoted by Companies of Warrantees 
who in the first instance advanced the monies to the Treasury and where 
means and [torn] enabled them to bring in settlers and combine their 
movements better than seperate unassisted and poor individuals could 
at a distance of 100 to 150 miles from settlements. On examining the 

Eeceiver Generals Accounts for 1792 3. 4. I believe it will appear that 
the Act of April 1792 in those years brought upwards of half a million 
into the Treasury?this was of great importance as the State was heavily 
encumbered at this time and had lost her revenue from Impost by the 

Constitution of the United States and Commerce had not yet revived. 
All the Warrants of the Holland Population and North American 

Land Companies were taken out in 1792,1793, and 1794, and these three 

companies alone paid in those years upwards of $200,000 to the Com 
monwealth besides patenting fees at a subsequent period to the State. 
Such was the Terror and apprehension prevailing through the whole of 
that Country that none of the Deputies dared to venture there until the 
close of 1794 and not a single Survey as will appear by searching the 

Land office was made in any part of the whole extent from Pittsburg to 
the lake until 1795?Survey must precede settlement?and the State is 
bound to protect her citizens?yet this protection until 1795, Penna was 
unable to afford. The whole of 1795 was consumed in making Surveys 

?and no settlements could be made until 1796. 
In 1796 agents were appointed to conduct the settlements?provisions 

?live stock?Seed grain?impliments of agriculture were purchased to 
a large extent and transported through New York and Penn* for the 

supply of the settlers under the Companies?every effort in the power of 
man was made to settle and improve each and every tract?liberal gra 
tuities of land amounting to a fourth of each tract was offered to the Set 
tler?but unfortunately a set of speculators formed themselves into com 

panies to seize and keep the lands of the Companies under the idea then 
held out that the warrants were all forfeited because more than 2 years 
had elapsed from their respective dates without settlements being made 
these speculators combined Intruders into bodies who forcibly took pos 
session of tracts?if a settler under the Company left his house he would 
find on his return his family and goods thrown out of doors and another 
in possession?riots were generated to an alarming extent?the liberal 
donations of land by the Companies were declared to be strong evidence 
that they had no title to any or they would not be so liberal. Settlers 
under contracts with the Companies were seduced to hold the land for 
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themselves and the whole country was involved in confusion. The Com 

panies pacified several of these combinations by large sacrifices of money 
and land which unfortunately tended produce others. In proof of the 
above I refer you to the copies of Depositions and in evidence on the 
Trials in the Federal Court. They were made by the Clerk of the Court 
at the Senates request on the application of Mr McArthur about 2 years 
ago and must be on the files of that House. These Depositions were 

openly and publicly taken at the Court House in Meadville in the midst 
of that Country and in the presence of the people every Witness was 

closely cross-examined by Counsel on both sides?and the information is 
detailed at full length. The Depositions to which I would principally 
refer are those of David Meade, Eobert Fitz Eandolph, Samuel [torn] 

Alexander McDowell, Andrew Ellicott, John Adlum, Eoger Alden, 
Jabez Colt, Thomas Eeece, Judah Colt. In the Legislative proceedings 
which have heretofore taken place and also the Judicial proceedings I 
refer to the Holland Companys case in print a copy of which Mr. Wal 
lace will lend you. 

A few practical observations result from the foregoing statement : 1. 
Is there any use in retaining any longer the claim in the 9 Sect, of the 

Act of Apr 1792 exacting the condition of settlement. 
There is an old Maxim which declares "that the reason of a law 

ceasing the law itself should cease." This applies with accumulating 
force in regard to this condition. It retards instead of advancing the 

settlement of the Country and is the first cause of all the confusion which 

has existed already for 15 years and will continue to exist as long as the 

condition exists. The only motive for making it was to obtain a frontier 

against Indian incursion. The State of Ohio is now your frontier?ex 

perience has shown that where title is unfettered, lands will settle fast 

enough in the times of peace and prosperity. No such condition was 
ever before exacted by Pennsylvania and yet her lands where titles were 

clear have settled abundantly fast and where titles were not clear have 
not yet settled. Compare Luzerne and Wayne where settlements began 
in 1769 immediately after the Treaty at Fort Stanwix in 1768, with the 
adjoining Lands in New York and those of our Western Counties set 
tled since 1784. What a difference ! occasioned by the unhappy feud 

with the Connecticut claimants which commenced in 1757, and not yet 

completely terminated. This part has access to two Markets Philada and 

New York. Compare the Counties west of the Alleghany with the State 

of Ohio whose settlement except in the margin of the river commenced 

later?and their lands sold at double the price without any donation. 

The U. States sell at $2 f& acre?the Companies in 1796 sold at $1. and 

gave large donations. What occasions the difference? Pennsylvania 
has as good lands?in many places are nearer market?has a bank at 

Pittsburg?and a treble communication with Canada?New York and 

the Ohio? I answer nothing but the continuance of the condition?the 

rigorous exaction of forfeiture held out by the Legislature?throwing 
their whole weight into one scale?overawing the Courts, by creating 

new and unheard of Jurisdictions, and for whose benefit? her own? 

No?she depopulates her territory?peoples Ohio and New York one 

her present and the other to become her future rival?for the benefit of 

meritorious actual settlers who have borne the brunt of Indian warfare ? 

No, none such exist?for the benefit of actual settlers on their own indi 

vidual account who emigrated since the peace with the Indians and who 

mistakenly in point of law but with honest intentions settled, supposing 
the land forfeited?No, almost all persons of this description have ac 

comodated?In whose benefit? for the benefit of Speculators, assuming 
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the title of Actual settlers, who employ others to intrude and engage to 

divide the spoil?for persons who from interested personal motives to 

keep in office or to get appointed by the people keep up the contention as 

the support of their influence?and who finally make the poor and the 

ignorant their dupes. 
2. How is the dispute to be terminated ? 

By the Legislature extinguishing the condition saving unto all parties, 
their rights heretofore acquired. This is but justice. It is doing no more 

than a Court of Chancery would direct as equitable were they to decide 
between private persons situated in regard to each other [torn] the State 
and Warrant holders are situated. 

This is political because it restores character to the title to Lands in 

the Country the whole of which is now in the shade?would invite emi 

gration now deterred?would restore harmony by anihilating the cause 

of anarchy?would promote a rapid commerce between Pittsburg and 
the lakes now chilled by the checks which the subordinate branches of 

Industry necessary to active commerce now induce the principal of which 
is extensive agricultural improvement?At the present the whole Coun 

try is in a state of poverty?and people with the best titles are under 

great discouragements. 
I would conclude by proposing if it meets your approbation : In the 

first place to reject the pending Bill intoto?the Holland Companys 
memorial details the objections and I hope will have effect. 

In the next place to pass a law to the following effect: 
Whereas the causes inducing the Legislature in the year 1792 to annex 

the condition of settlement and residence to lands situate N & W of the 
river Ohio & Alleghany and west of Connewame Creek no longer exist 
and the prosperity of that Country will be advanced by extinguishing 
the same? 

Therefore Be it enacted and that from and after the passing of this Act 
so much of an Act entitled & passed the 3rd Day of April ad 1792, as ex 
acts or requires any settlement and residence or either of them as a con 

dition or requisite to any title to lands granted under the said Act be 
and the same are hereby repealed and that all forfeitures, for non-com 

pliance with any such condition of settlement and residence from hence 
forward are and shall be released and extinguished on the part of the 
Commonwealth and all titles derived under the said act by warrant or 

settlement shall vest and enure in the same manner as if no clause had 
ever been enacted requiring settlement and residence as a requisite or con 

dition to title under the same?Provided always &c that nothing herein 
contained shall in any respects impair injure or affect any title acquired 
before the passing of this Act by any person or persons in persuance of 
or under any forfeiture for condition broken under the said act but all 
such titles shall be and remain as if this Act had never been passed. 

If neither of the above propositions can take effect?then to pass the 
Bill with the modifications proposed by Mr. Wallace. 

The subject of this letter is of so much public Interest and the State 
of Pennsylvania is so fast approximating to Kentucky in regard to title 
that I have been led thus far to engage your attention. 

I remain with esteem 

Your most obedient 
James Gibson 

William J Duane Esq Lancaster Pa 

Braddock's Campaign.?The following letter, unsigned, from Henry 
Fox, afterwards first Lord Holland, to Peter Collinson, is taken from 

Vol. xl?24 
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Collinson's collection of MS. Letters in the British Museum, Vol. II. 

p. 33. A comparison with other letters and the internal evidence shows 

its auth?r. 
William J. Potts. 

"Decr22 1754. 
" 

Friend Collison, [sic] I'll get you some of each sort of Seeds. " As to Virginia, Braddock if He do's not find it done to his hands, 
must clear the Ohio, & build and garrison a Fort in a proper place on 

that Eiver. Then to Niagara which I hope will be a Place of Arms, in 
the extensive view you mention, & have armed vessels under the Direction 
of whoever shall command there ; or the Lake Erie. Then He must 

take Crown-point, & keep & garrison it, And if His assistance is wanted, 
last of all sweep the French off from Beau S?jour as they call it near 

Chenecto Settlements, to introduce which all this is done, must be the 

Work of Time & Industry as well as Arms & Counsell. " Now For Your City News. You are wicked People in the City to 
report such things without Foundation to the Discredit of Your Neigh 
bors ; Unless you think that if 2000? a year is but gain'd, it can be no 

Discredit to obtain it any how. I believe, Friend, I might have had a 

Place, as much better than mine as that comes to, or perhaps that added 
to my own if I would. But I would have no pecuniary Advantage, lest 

it should be said that Friend Fox was hir'd or brib'd. Friend Pitt talk'd 
well. Fox did not meddle, as yr News says, but sate still. The King 

spoke to Fox desir'd his assistance bid Him be active ; Fox obeys & 
desires a Mark of Favour and Confidence, not Money may be the Motive & 

Reason of such Obedience & is made a Cabinet Counsellor, the only True 

piece of News in ye Gazette. I heartily thank you for sending it, & beg 
you to continue to me, so usefull a Mark of Your Friendship " 

Adieu" 

MS. ON THE SUSQUEHANNA AND BORDERING COUNTRY.?The 

British Historical Manuscripts Commission, in the Appendix to their 

8th Eeport, mention a manuscript of some value to students of Penn 

sylvania history. 
" 

Official Eeport of 48 pp., May 1778, 
' 
Description 

de la rivi?re de Susquehanna, et du pays qui la borde, depuis Harris's 

Ferry jusqua l'embouchure.' MS. still, or recently, in the possession of 

Lord Braybrooke of Braybrooke, at Audley End, Saffron, Waiden, Sus 

sex." W. J. P. 

The Articles of Confederation.?Books wanted for the use of 

Congress, probably in connection with their preparation. 

York in Pennsylvania Nov. 8,1777 
Dear Sir: 

The following Books1 are much wanted by some Gentlemen of Con 

gress, and are not to be procured in this Place ; if they are to be found 
in ye Pennsylvania Library, which we are informed is removed by order 

of your Excellency to Lancaster, I shall be much obliged to you for ye 
loan thereof. Being with respect your Excellency's very hum. sert. 

E. Gerry. 

His Excellency Thomas Wharton Esq 
Lancaster 

1 Vattell's Law of Nations. 
Grotius. 
Puffendorf. 
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Htjnterdon County, N. J.?" To His Eccellency William Franklin 

Esq. Captain General and Governor in Chief in & over his Majesties 
Province of New Jersey & Territories therein Depending, Chancellor 
and Vice Admiral in the same And to the Honourable Gentlemen of his 

Majesties Council of the Province aforesaid? " The Pittition of the Inhabitants of the Township of Alexandria in the 
County of Hunterdon Humbly Sheweth? " The great Difficulty Your Pittitioners Labour under for Want of a 

Magistrate, having none in The Township, & many of Your Pittitioners 

Living at the distance of Fifteen Miles from any, which hardships Gen 

erally Effects the poorer sort of People " 
Therefore we numbly beg Leave to Eecommend to Your Excellency 

& Honours one John Duzenburie for a sober Honest man & one we 

think Qualified for discharging so Important a Trust we therefore beg 
he may be appointed or some other person Whom Your Excellency & 

Honours may think more proper & we Your Pittitioners as in duty bound 
shall Ever Prav? 

John Emley 
Henry Stoll 
Isaac Fitz Eandolph 
Dick Van Vlieat 
William Fleming 

Jno. Sherrerd 
Barfoot Brunson 

Chris. Ski 11 man 
Isaac Warwick 

Daniel Polhamus 

Thompson Price 
Boltis Pickle 
John Wikoff 
Daniel Pursel 
Nathaniel Britton 
Denes Pursel 
Martin Swick 
William Craig 
Henrich Home 
Harbart Weingarten 
John Jackson 
Christ Schmitt 
James Stewart 
Peter Haughawout 
Jacob Paxson 

Walter mc farlan 

Henry Shaver 
James Bird 
Jacob Moore 

H Kheinschmidt 
William Morkel 
Petter Schmit 
Peder Dilsz 

William Otto 
John Heunch Herr 
Peter Kimble 
Joseph Snyder 
Peter Wikoff 
Isaac Bonnel 

Samuel Alexander 

Phillip Palmer 
Andrew Pickings 
Daniel Shannon 
Jacob Haughawout 
Bars. McShane 

James Pealt 
James Crage 
Adam Crise 

Henry wort 
John Romine 
ADrian Laforge 
Conrod wingardemer 
Caspear Smith 

Joseph weebster 
William Loudon 
John Hiller 
Samuel Lowdon 

William Culberson 
Richard Mount 
Francis hollinhead 

Benj Drake 
Jacobus Johnson 

Joseph Caimberlin 
James mc keighen 
Henrv Clomon 
William Smith 
Christ Bodenhamer 
Jacob Jollenberger 
Geo Birkhead 
Anthony Lazeir 
Nicholas Lazier 
Daniel Plackentash 

Ezekiel Oliver 
McAhijah Oliver 
John Lay cock 
John Frampton juni 
James mc farlin 

" 
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Many of these names belong to families still living in this county. In 
some cases they have undergone changes. Stoll has become Stull ; Van 

Vlieat, Van Fleet and Vliet; Warwick, Warrick; Shaver, Shafer; 
Schmit, Smith ; Dilsz, Dilts ; Pealt, Pelse ; Crage, Craig ; Wort, Wert 
and Weart ; and Caimberlin, Chamberlin. Some surnames were spelled 
differently by the same family. 

Boltis Pickle was the great-grandfather of Hon. Baltis Pickle, of 

Flemington. Henrich Home and nine others are written in Dutch. 
Jacob Haughawout was the patriarch of the Haughawouts. He had 
two sons, Jacob and Peter. 

John Dusenbury, the candidate for civil magistrate, lived a mile and 
a half from Everitt's Mill, on the road to Alexandria (now French town). 

He did not receive the appointment for which the people petitioned, nor 

any one else in the township. The nearest Justices of the Peace were 
Dr. John Eockhill, of Bethlehem, and Charles Hoff, of Kingwood (now 
Franklin), both residing at Pittstown, at that time called Hoff's. 

H. Eace. 

Friends in Lancashire and Cheshire in 1670.?From a work 
of which there are few copies in this country I take the following names 

of well-known Pennsylvania and New Jersey families. 
"Local Gleanings of Lancashire and Cheshire," Sept., 1876, pub 

lished, I believe, by J. P. Earwaker. P. 233, No. 408, 
" 

A List of the 

Quakers in Lancashire and Cheshire cfirca] 1670." 
" 

The following long list of Lancashire and Cheshire names occurs in 
a roll in the Bodleian Library, Oxford. It professes to give the names 
of those Quakers who had been convicted as recusants for not attending 
divine service, &c, in the parish churches, who had been heavily fined in 

consequence." It is copied from the Exchequer Eolls. 
" 

Cheshire, John Sharpies of Hatherton 

Lancashire, James Sikes of Eoyton [near Oldham] 
Geo. Satterthwaite of Caton [in Lancashire Parish] 

Wm. Satterthwaite of Hawkshead 
Daniel Bispham, coller maker Bickerstaff [in Ormskirk parish] 
Susan Bispham, Spinster 
Joseph Coppock, grocer Ormskirk 
Joshua Crosbie grocer 
Thomas Crosbie grocer and Elizabeth his wife" 
The above has twenty-one names in Cheshire and ninety in Lan 

cashire. W. J. P. 

Genealogy of the Lea Family.?Mr. J. Henry Lea, of Fair 

haven, Mass., who has completed a history of the Trumbull family, is 
now in England making researches for his genealogy of the Lea Family, 
the American part being practically finished. 

The Pennsylvania Land Co.? June 26 1760 
The Commissioners named and appointed in, and by an 

" 
Act of Par 

liament passed in the 33d Year of his present Majesty's Eeign," in titled, " 
An Act for vesting certain Estates in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 

Maryland, belonging to the Proprietors of a Partnership commonly 
called The Pennsylvania Land Company in London, in Trustees to be 

sold, and for other purposes therein mentioned ;" do hereby give Notice, 
That all Persons who have or claim any of the 482 unclaimed Shares in 
the said Partnership, or any Eeceipts signed and given out for the same, 

by Thomas Story in the said Act named, or any Eight to any other Share 
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or Interest in the said Partnership, or any Eeceipts for the same, are to 
claim and make out their respective Eight thereto, and produce the Ee 

ceipts, probate of the Wills, Assignments, or other Evidence under 
which they respectively claim, to the said Commissioners, before the 
First Day of January 1763 ; or otherwise they will be precluded from 

any Dividend of the Money which shall arise by or from the Sale of the 
Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, which shall be sold in Pursuance 
of the said Act, and other the Estate belonging to the said Partnership, 
by the said Act directed to be divided. And that the said Commis 
sioners will meet to execute the Powers and authorities vested in them, 
by the said Act, at the House of Mr. Thomas Hyam, in Philpot lane 

London, between the Hours of Nine and Twelve of the Forenoon on 

Wednesday the 9th instant, Wednesday the 13 of August, and Wednes 

day the 10 of September 1760, and on the first Wednesday in every suc 

ceeding Month until further notice. 

By Order of the Commissioners 
Laurence Holker, Clerk. 

St. Thomas Apostles, London. W. J. P. 

Portraits of Benjamin Franklin.?We have received the fol 

lowing additions to our list of 
" 

Portraits of Benjamin Franklin," 
Penna. Mag., Vol. XL No. 2 : Eugene M. Cramp, Esq., of The Times, 

Philadelphia, writes: "In July of 1880 there hung in the National 
Portrait Gallery, South Kensington Museum, London, a portrait of this 

distinguished American. The portrait was about two-thirds life size, in 

oil, and was fair in execution. It hung so high that I was unable to get 
the name of the artist, even if the name had appeared on the canvas, of 

which fact I am not at all certain." 
Charles W. Hassler, Esq., of New York, writes: "The picture 

painted by Joseph Sifr?de Duplessis, in 1778, was shortly after in the 
possession of M. Le Eay de Chaumont," etc. 

Necrology.?The deaths of the following Eesident Members have 
been reported since July 1 last : 

James S. Spencer, Jr., elected 20th October, 1846. 
James M. Vance, elected 10th April, 1880. 

Obituary Notices, Pennsylvania Gazette.?Saturday last, John 

Hugg, Esq ; a Justice of the Peace, and one of the Kings Council in the 
Jerseys, riding from home in the morning, was as is supposed taken ill 
about a mile from his house, and getting off his horse, he spread his 
cloak on the ground to lie down on, and having tucked his gloves under 
the saddle girth, and hung his whip through one of the rings, he turned 
the horse loose, which went home ; and put the people on searching for his 

master. They soon found him in the circumstances above mentioned, 
and speechless, they carried him home and he died that evening. 

Febryl6. 1730/1. 
We hear from Cecil County in Maryland, That the Eev : Mr. Orm 

ston, minister of the church there, is lately dead. His man left him in 

good health, sitting by the fire, while he went to a neighbours house ; but 
at his return found him lying upon the hearth, his pipe by his side, and 
his head burned off in the fire. He was formerly minister of the church 
in this city. 

Novr 18. 1731. 

New York July 5. Thursday last at four o'clock in the morning, 
died here in an apoplectic fit, his excellency John Montgomery, Esq ; 
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our Governor, and was interred in the Kings Chapel, on the evening of 
the Friday following ; He was a gentleman of an ancient family ; and 
has under three successive reigns, been employed in several places of 

great honor and trust. 

July 8. 1731. 

On Friday last departed this life, in 53d year of his age, Henry Har 
rison, Esq ; in whom his family have lost one of the best of parents, and 

husbands, and the public one of its most useful members. He was an 

alderman of this city, had filled the office of major, was a manager 
of the Public Hospital, and one of the vestrymen of Christ Church & 
in all of which public characters, as well as in numerous private arbi 

trations, wherein he was employed, he acquitted himself with steadfast 

integrity, firmness, and application to business. In a long and severe 

illness, wherewith he was visited, and particularly in his last hours, he 
showed the utmost fortitude and resignation, which he was not ashamed 
to confess, he derived from his sincere belief, in the truth and efficacy 
of the Christian religion. In order to set an example of that economy, 
necessary in the present distressed situation of our affairs, his family 
were prevailed on to bury him in the new mode ; his pall supported by 
six gentlemen (who had been his particular friends) without mourning ; 
and attended to the grave, on Sunday evening last, by most of the prin 
cipal inhabitants of this city. 

Jany : 9 1766. 

On Wednesday, the 15th instant, died, much lamented, Charles Nor 

ris, Esq ; one of the trustees of the General Loan Office of this Prov 

ince; a gentleman not less distinguishable for his integrity and easy 
access in public trusts, than his benevolence, and engaging deportment 
in private life. By his removal the community have lost a worthy mem 

ber, his family an affectionate relation, and his acquaintance a disinter 
ested friend. On the Friday following his remains, generally accompa 
nied by his fellow citizens, were interred in the burying place of the 

Quakers, the society with whom he always professed. 
Jany 23. 1766. 

Death of Governor William Denny.?The date of death of 
William Denny, one of the Provincial Governors of Pennsylvania, is re 

quested. In the Pennsylvania Gazette of October 25, 1770, the following 
advertisement appears : 

To be Sold at Public Vendue, 

On the 24th day of November next at the London Coffee House, The 

Country Seat of William Denny, Esq., late Governor of this Province, 
near the Falls of Schuylkill, containing 44 acres and 20 perches ; there 
are on the premises, a good dwelling-house, kitchen, stable for six horses, 
a good draw well, and orchard ; 15 acres, 3 quarters and 20 perches ; on 

a part whereof the buildings and other conveniences are erected, the 

purchaser will have an estate in fee, and in the residue, a term of 69 

years and 6 months. 

Should any person incline to purchase at private sale, they may know 

the terms by applying J. Galloway. 

Herbert-Morgan.?The Magazine of American History for the 

present month prints two letters containing some very interesting matter. 
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The first, according to the heading, is 
" 

from General Obediah Herbert 
of New Jersey, to his son Jacob V. W. Herbert," and is dated 

" 
Her 

bertsville, Nov. 18th, 1831." Never having heard of General Herbert, 
I tried to learn something about him, but failed. In General Stryker's 
Official Register of the Officers and Men of New Jersey in the Revolutionary 

War, p. 627, I found an Obediah Herbert a private in the Middlesex 

County, N. J., militia. As there is a Herbertville in this county, this 

maybe the man mentioned in The Magazine of American History. I 
would be pleased to know if it is, and if so, how and when he acquired 
the rank and title of 

" 
General." 

The second letter is 
" 

from Charles Morgan of Louisiana to his grand 
nephew, Jacob V. W. Herbert," and an introductory note by the Editor 

says, 
" 

Charles Morgan was a cousin of General Daniel Morgan of Eev 

olutionary fame." This, if a fact, is a very interesting one, wholly un 

known to General Daniel Morgan's descendants, and it is to be hoped 
the learned editor will immediately clear up the mystery regarding the 

alleged relationship. I. C. 

Alleghany, Pa., June 2, 1887. 

Johann Matthias Kramer.?The New York Colonial manuscripts, 
in the State Library at Albany, contain, among other more or less hete 

rogeneous records, two letters in German, of which the translation fol 
lows : 

High-born Baron 
Most Gracious General ! 

Whereas your Excellency is undoubtedly the same distinguished per 
son, to whom I had the honor of paying my humble respects a number 
of years ago at Nuremberg on the occasion of the presence there of the 
unfortunate Baron Freytag, and as some time ago I was informed of your 
presence in this distant part of the globe ; I consider myself extremely 
happy in being able, to assure your Excellency also here of my continued 
humblest respects, little as I expected to have this honor and special 
pleasure again during my life. 

Your Excellency's known affability leads me to hope, that you will 
not take it amiss, if I take the liberty of informing you of my coming 
here and of some of its results. I left the Hanoverian University at 

Goettingen, where I had been Professor Linguarum Occidentalium for 
several years, because the number of students diminished daily and with 
it my income and the news from this country with the praise of its 

charms, coming from time to time to me in Germany, as other well 
meant intentions persuaded me to come hither with my little family ; 
but meanwhile the more dangerous events of the times have turned out 
so badly for me, that failing to earn as much as I expected, I find myself 
now very embarrassed, from which situation I am patiently waiting to 
be released by God's gracious help, hoping that His paternal Providence, 
watching over us all, will turn everything to the best. 

I pray the Almighty to deliver your Excellency from all unpleasant 
ness and grant you again complete health, vouchsafing it to you for a 

long time ! Eecommending myself to your honorable grace, I remain 
with great respect 

Highborn Baron, 
Your Noble Excellency, 

Philadelphia General, 
18th of May 1756. Your most humble & obedient 

servant 
Johann Matthias Kramer. 
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This letter is not addressed, but the following, written on the same 

day, gives a clue. It reads in translation : 

Noble and very respected Sir. 
A friend here has lately informed me, that your Honor has special 

facility of access to his Excellency, General Baron Dieskau, now at New 
York. As I have had the honor, to know this General in Germany 
many years ago and therefore am desirous, to pay my respects to him by 
a few lines; your Honor will not consider it an undue liberty, if a per 
son, unknown to you, requests you to hand the enclosure to his Excel 

lency, the General, and, should his Excellency be pleased to honor me 
with a reply, to have the same forwarded to me by some safe hand. . I 
would like to do any service for your Honor, which you may command, 
and with friendly salutations remain, very respected Sir, 

Your Honors 

Philadelphia Very obedient servant 

May 18,1756 Johann Matthias Kramer, 
languor. Occindental. Professor. 

I request your Honor, in order to insure safe delivery of a reply, that 
it be directed 

To John Matth. Kramer 
To the Care Mr. Christian Grassold 

Taylor, living in Strawberry Alley 
to Philadelphia. 

A correspondence with the authorities of the University at Goettingen 
has elicited the following information concerning the writer of the above 
letters 

previous 
to his arrival in America. He was a native of Nurem 

berg, although the date of his birth is not known. From July, 1746, to 

July, 1753, he was Lector, not Professor, of the Italian language at the 

University of Goettingen, in which capacity he received a fixed salary, 
the amount not being stated in the University records. Before coming 
to Goettingen, he had been a teacher of Italian at Hamburg. He was 
relieved from his duties as Lector at his own request, explained by the 

plea that he felt his bodily strength diminishing. According to Meusel,1 
Kramer gave up his place in order to go to America, where he had been 
before. 

What is known of him in Philadelphia? If he was no better versed 
in the lingu occidentales than in German, he cannot have been a very 
successful teacher, for although his letters are orthographically correct, 
according to the rules (lack of rules?) prevalent in the last century, his 

phraseology and style are simply abominable. B. Fernow. 

1 Lexicon der teutschen Schriftstellen. 


	Article Contents
	p. 358
	p. 359
	p. 360
	p. 361
	p. 362
	p. 363
	p. 364
	p. 365
	p. 366
	p. 367
	p. 368

	Issue Table of Contents
	Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. 11, No. 3 (Oct., 1887), pp. 249-368
	Front Matter
	The Federal Constitution of 1787 (concluded) [pp. 249-275]
	Philadelphia Society before the Revolution [pp. 276-287]
	The Principio Company (concluded) [pp. 288-295]
	Extracts from Washington's Diary, Kept while Attending the Constitutional Convention of 1787 [pp. 296-308]
	Records of the Hall Family, of Bristol, Pennsylvania [pp. 309-317]
	Diary of the Hon. William Ellery, of Rhode Island: October 20 to November 15, 1777 [pp. 318-329]
	Contemporary Account of the Battle of Germantown [pp. 330-332]
	Extracts from Original Letters Relating to the War of Independence and Cornwallis's Capitulation at Yorktown [pp. 333-337]
	Letter of John Paul Jones [pp. 338-340]
	A Memoir of General Henry Miller [pp. 341-345]
	Correspondence between William Strahan and David Hall, 1763-1777 (continued) [pp. 346-357]
	Notes and Queries [pp. 358-368]
	Back Matter



